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Socio-Economic Impact and the Adaptation of Boten people under

Chinese Transnationality
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Abstract

This research is about Socio-Economic Impact and the Adaptation of Boten people
under Chinese Transnationality. Its aims are first to find out the transnational issues and the
inﬂ‘uences of Chinese capital in Laos and secondly, to study the socio-economic impact on
Boten people. This research uses qualitative research methodology by gathering information
from documents and field research. The concept of Globalization is used to describe the
phenomena of transnational procedure and the expansion of Chinese influences in Lao, as the
globalization process is the factor that tightened and fastened the developing activities to come
across the periphery spaces. The flow of capital, technology, communication and cross border
traveling is parts of what have pushed the Chinese private fund to expand rapidly into Lao PDR.
Meanwhile, the Lao government's vision aims to develop its country to quit the Least Developing
Country status. It relies on its advantages in geography and the fertilize natural resources to

promote the foreign investment, including China, in Lao.

The concept of state, the state power and development is implied to clarify the specific
structure of Lao's economic, politics and public management. The failure of Lao economy under
socialist ideology was one of the main factors that pressured on the Lao one-party government
to revise its economic strategy. Lao government decided to open its country to Capitalism and
Liberalism which feedback in positive way. Lao economy was starting to grow up and the
domestic deficient problem seems to be slow down. Nevertheless, the government allowed only
the openness of economy, not politics. Liberalism was not activated in political issue as Lao
politic is still in socialism regime. The economic openness is not only affected the growth of Lao
macro economy, it also resulted in the expansion of state power into the spaces that once were
out of the state power. To sum up, development activities in Lao legitimized the expansion and

the strength of the state power.



The power relation between state and citizen, state and private sector and the state
power's structure is explained with the concept of state, the state power and development.
Even development in Lao initiated its economy however it did cause some negative affect to
some people who is the victim of the state power's expansion and of the natural resources’
possess of the private sector. Boten is a case study where the state slowly hegemonies the
space by identifying the space as a potential border location. Boten, after reterritorialization,
was then known as “Boten Special Economic Zone". Boten people were forced to move out to
a new place where there is no land for paddy field and there is inadequate reparation.
Moreaver, the high speed train, new development project, will be constructed in the near future
on the land where Boten people now live, they have to migrant again soon. This power structure
is just one of the case studies which reflect the state's power and its action. The negative effect
on Boten people is a part of the answers of unequal development and the lack of people's

participation.



